
 

Senior Advocacy and Research Role 
This is a part-time opportunity for a motivated, highly skilled advocate & researcher to support the 

Executive Director of a recognised global health group, with a view to movie into the Executive 

Director’s Australian advocacy role by 2021. Your work will help to generate greater understanding 

of and commitment to global health by the Australian Government, government agencies, high-

profile Australian research institutions and key domestic opinion leaders. 

Context 
Policy Cures is an internationally recognized not-for-profit consulting firm, founded in 2004 at the 

London School of Economics and now headquartered in Sydney. We provide innovative ideas and 

accurate analysis to governments, funders and civil society organisations to support global health 

R&D – that is, the research, development and uptake of new drugs, vaccines, diagnostics and other 

products for diseases of the developing world, such as malaria, AIDS, TB, Ebola and sleeping sickness. 

Our clients include the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, World Health Organisation, World Bank and 

a range of governments and philanthropic organisations.    

Under a recent restructure, Policy Cures has divided into separate advocacy and research arms.  This 

position will work in the advocacy arm, alongside the Executive Director, a senior global health 

expert.  

See www.policycures.org for more details. 

The role 
This role will evolve from supporting the Executive Director, to moving into the Executive Director’s 

Australian advocacy role by 2021. 

In the initial phases, you will support the Executive Director (ED) by conducting research into 

relevant Australian policies and funding initiatives related to global health, as well as conduct 

background research on key government and other stakeholders.  You will prepare comprehensive, 

impactful documents, briefings and talking points to bring our global health message home to our 

contacts. You will keep the ED updated on the formation and progress of Parliamentary Committees, 

Inquiries, Friends Groups, policy consultations, white papers and the like, and will prepare 

submissions to these as needed.   

You will also be responsible for developing and implementing a media strategy, including print, 

radio, TV and social media at the state and national level, and will support the ED in preparing blogs, 

opinion pieces and articles.  You will work actively to expand Policy Cures’ existing non-Government 

networks to a wider range of NGOs, charities and peak bodies in Australia, and to secure the support 

of their senior leadership for our goal of better medicines for the world’s poor.    

Over the course of 2019 to 2020, your role will evolve to take on much of the Australian advocacy 

work that is conducted by the Executive Director. As such, you will be trained in 2019 on global 

health R&D, Australian and international global health R&D policies, and will be introduced to key 

high-level contacts in Government, bureaucracy, research institutes, peak bodies etc. You will 

accompany the Executive Director on Canberra visits during this first year as a prelude to conducting 

visits on your own as you build confidence – and, importantly, content knowledge.    

 

http://www.policycures.org/


 

The successful applicant will have tertiary qualifications; and will be intelligent, self-motivated and 

deeply committed to developing world health. You will possess strong inter-personal skills, and will 

have a minimum 5 years’ relevant work experience, and ideally more.  

You will benefit from a flexible work environment within a high-profile international policy group, 

whilst making a real contribution to the improvement of the health of the poorest and most 

neglected in the developing world. 

 

Responsibilities 

 Conduct background research on neglected disease policy and political issues  

 Preparation of background briefing papers, talking points and presentations 

 Liaise with Parliamentarians, policy makers and other stakeholders on behalf of Policy Cures’ 

advocacy team  

 Delivering briefings to Parliament, Government departments, and other partners during 

meetings held in Canberra 

 Develop and implement a media strategy to promote coverage of global health R&D in 

Australia 

 Actively engage with other Australian champions/voices in the non-government area, 

including both existing and new partners 

 Prepare our quarterly advocacy newsletter (circulated to global partner organisations 

including the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation), including  research, drafting, dissemination 

and follow-up  

 Assist in the coordination of Policy Cures’ Parliamentary and public events 

 Other duties as required  

 

Essential Requirements 

 You have a degree in public health, international development or political economy; or a 
degree in Public Relations with a proven interest in developing world health.  You have 
excelled academically    

 A minimum 5 years’ experience working in global health or development research, advocacy, 
policy or public affairs is essential, and ideally more 

 Demonstrated research skills  

 Experience in policy analysis, preferably in a health or development related field 

 Experience in Government liaison, including familiarity with Parliament and Parliamentary 
and Party procedures 

 Knowledge of pharmaceutical R&D is highly desirable 

 Excellent written and verbal communication skills 

 Competent in MS Office 

 Ability to work effectively within a small team with limited supervision 

 Australian or New Zealand citizenship or hold a valid and appropriate working visa 

 



 

This position is offered at 0.6 FTE, to be worked flexibly either in the Policy Cures’ office in Surry 

Hills, or at home. Hours will be negotiated with the Executive Director. Salary will depend on 

experience and qualifications.  
 

How to apply 

Please forward your CV, covering letter and University transcript to: kkelly@policycures.org  

For more information, please contact Kathleen Kelly via email (kkelly@policycures.org) 

 
Closing date for applications: Sunday 9 June 
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